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Throwing away
the lawn mower

With a bit of help and three years of hard work, Nadine Harrison turned her tangled
up Edinburgh garden into an unusual, beautifully plannea space

HE BEST place to view Nadine Harmison's
narrow Edinburgh garden 18 from the plat-
form that leads oot of her newly installed
French kivchen sindows

From this firsi-floor vantage point, there is g bird's
e View ower Ehe bong narroaw adte lald oot with a crlsp
framework of grave] paths backed with shrubs. At this
time of year the trees and shinbs are bright with
autumn felinge.

Thiz mix of red, yellow, orange and preen (s the
result of three vears of hard work and plenty of
Imaenatton. In 2008 Nadines 100m ¥ 2%m plot,
which s zandwiched in a row of similar gardens, was
filled with a mat of dense weeds and overgrown
shmabs that threatened to ohecure the paths that
opce Fan down the garden, Wild strawberrles were
ripening everywhere, and the beds were filled with
ground elder and couch grass. Half way down the gar
den was pcrombling reckery and an old grecnhowse,
while a compost bin sat onside the back door oo
pving o sunny spot best kept for a patio or sitting arca.

Waorse, the garden conld oply be peached dovwn a e
of steep, narrow internal stairs and thmoogh the
basement Slsce buving the howss, Nadise's sy pra-
tessional schedule had prevented her from doing any-
thing to the garden so tn desperation she called on
the help of Carolyn Grmohmann of Secret Gardens

“The temptation bad been to lay out borders down
hoth sides of the garden, bt Carolyn took time 1o talk

‘It's been great fun to
challenge my original concept
of a garden laid
out in straight lines with rows
of plants’

tox proe abond iy meeds and over Uine genitly perstaded
me itwas all right to tror things out.” Camlm admits
thiat when she fest inspected the site e heart sank.
Bart after consultation with Madine, a plan began to
take shape for a low-malntenance garden that wonld
develop slowly with an eve on the bodget. With the
hiedp of contractors Elspeth and lan Pratt of Garden
Rescue the project took three vears to complete.

Hadine had alresdy made plans for an exterior stade-
case to lead from a new set of French wind ows open-
Ing fromm the kichen, Becawse the stales were on the
north-facing side of the house it was agroed that the
proposed Hmber steps were an unsaltahle choee: lnck
of sun mernt the steps would have become wet and
allppery during the winter. The idea of usling metal
steps wis discarded amid fears that they wonld ook
ton much ke a fiee escape and eventisally Western
Red Codar was wsed nnd cach step was painted with
nofn=-alip padnt.

The garden work progressed in measured stages as

Carchm explains: “Some of the overgrown shnubs were
carmarked for rermoval, bt &8 each e came ot the
next one looked shabby and eventually all the plants
i the garden were elther removed o severely pruned
back.” Once the winding paralled paths were laid owt
and edged, lan and Elspeth embarked on the lengthy
task of hand-weeding the borders rather than spray-
Erg the whole garden with wead killer A thick mileh
of reshredded mushroom compost was applicd to the
soll In readiness for planting and an awkward pately
of lawn was removed, much to Nadine's delight:
“Throwing away the laawn mower was serlously 1ib-
crating.” she savs, adding that to keep costs down she
bopght the smallest of every type of plant and walt-
edl for it to grow.

Omee the beds were peady the palr worked on a
planting schemse based on shrubs that would create
stencture and also provide intevest durfng the year,
“We worked to a policy of seasonal shopping.,” Car-
olyn recalls, “We ook several trlps out o Binoy
Flants to scloct unusual plants that appealed to
Madine's sense of humonr and taste " As a reanll, they
ended nup with “the most expensive plant in the gar-
dein®, & 100wl cardicertnnms which NS ovier Lhe
tog garden in spring. This damp area, at the foot of
e 2 rdam, B8 all that i9 beft of the buen Uhal onee ran
at the foot of the row of plots and is now channelled
underground. The shady and moistsoil 1s snitable for
o range of plants including Amnens dioicus =&
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Clockwize from top right: the wooden arbour hahimd

pirple eolinie snd Ewosymis suropssus: Ensaymus akatis,
asters amd variows shrahs: 3 bench near bergenia, ris Bavigata
Variegata and Cormus Mas Varlegala: Euosymms alabus:
crocosmia; Malus Golden Hormet. Gpposite page, keft to

right: frhus typhina Dlsecta; colins
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= "Goat’s Beard”, the Ostrich Fern Matteuecin
Struthiopteris and Iris lasvigata Varlegata',

Shrhes that take centre stage at this time of the yvear
include Rhus Tvphina Lacinata, Amelianchier
Canadensis, peers and black-stemmed Hydrangea
Macrophiylla Migra and varieties of Acer palmatum.
[n the spring, Magnadia stellata and seented Philadel-
pls coronaries have proved reliable performoers,
while winds of Buddleis Glohosa attruct buttorilics
at the end of the summer. Herve, the main feature i=
awioiden arbour that Madine found at o garden con-
tre in the Borders, painted lavender and surveund-
ol with late-flowering purple asters and grasses,
later adding a bird bath.

The East part of the girden to he completed was the
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patio at the foot of the cedar steps, now o featire in
thedir own right. By this polnt Madine was so enthused
by her garden that she wanted to grow her own dec
prative vegetables. Carolyn deslgned a seres of ratsed
bedds amund the patio, where tomatoss, salads, mn-
ner beans, onions, leeks, peas. potatoes, carrots,
hiroad beans, spinach and purple sprouting brocooli
mix with sweet peas, nasturtdums and sunflowers.
“I'vie enjoved doing semething uneonventional,”
Madine says. “Tt's been great fun to challenge my orlg-
imil concept of & garden il oot in straight lines with
rows of plants.” &

Camalyn Grahmann, Secned Gardens (0131443 hEl8,
wwnsecrefgardensdesignoonk

[arden Bescoe (THES 615 513)

Laét to right: humulies lupebes Aureus (goldem hoph on the weoden arbour; peramiams on the terraca; asters (Mic haa s daizies)

Vegetable patch

calder it does nok maan that

there i nothing be diin the
gardnn, Chrishepher Licwd, the amous
gordenor and wrvel sald winter was a
tirme: te: sekile dowmin Ehe nosiness of
trex Indoar with & séed catalegue and
plan whal fo geow nest season,

There |2 8 Bof B0 e esidd for this. The
euperiences of this year shoulkd colour
oni’s planning er the tollow ng yeas
Parhaps thone is semething you bava an
idiea about, a new plankog scheme, for
meampln, fhal you can start o msaarch
not Howeines, beda e you da that, there
|5 s work 1o e dane

%5 always 2 pood idea to ki
IFangs bidy For winkes Clear mway (e
resmiaies od any pants that kave finished
cropng, laking down Irames and
canes 3nd any ot her suppanis. Pick amy
squashes, courgeties and pumpkins
thatmght b lolt, betore 1ha list frosts
creep in, and pick 2y pamnigs,
putaboes Il undamprolred and loaty
vepelaliles, such as kale ar cabhages
abiwn ground. Continue bo dig, and dig
in sy gresn manuee or camposd fhal
will root o 2ind aidd b bhe nichness of

J VST BECAUSE if &s getting

Ehe sl enier the winter. Remember by
mainkan compost heaps oo wintor

Thenstart andaring ssed catalogues
and seoyring tha inlomat, plamning for
psat year D't ando whitoes you
fancy. Romembervou huwe o mdsde wur
vagetanlie o Pt dised s and (o add
wignur b e planks, Think aboutwhad
wods ane going to gt wihens, and whin
yeuhaves a plan, loak through las war's
sieride, Thess ahould |ast at beast ooe
yaar il st redin a cool, diy place, Slom in
afli and date and labed any kept in
amwkpas and papar bags, You @nalso
coliect seeds oo your own aod other
gavilens, and e p wilh Inends

ol can also plant-out any cabbapes
s Lt month, bul you most eovet
Eheem with envisnmesh b peotact tham
Fraim hungry binds, You can aksa starl
scaing brosd beans o plant-out &t the
end ol the mantts They wil larm stang
reerts ready for sprng (lresing. Things
ape slowing down, Bul the cyele ol
prowvih goes on,
Juchith Dewndep grresws cif fowers
organicaiy, whict ars for sale in Five.
niof szl Fils
fiudittckanlopdhatmaiLoom|
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Logmaster Logsplitter Table
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Lngmaster Logsplitter
DOES ALL THE HARD WORK FOR YOU
F JUST £224.99 RRP £399.99 SAVE £175

and can b pesere b i jut minunes Mesiring 508 53 0 BIom The fraeme itde provides o aeoune
Aosptina for thas lagmshe o boaviag wodl oo teare e yor weodd e inono thne a1 8l
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lokrizating bpdraalic ram with mriopmrtc eoam,_ nd baa s

masimum ram pressere fome ol 4 tens. Eadly tramsporishie
on iy shardy shael s upped with makors -year
guarannes. THmerkig: 100 @ 32 0 Jlom Weight dBkg

SPLITS GREEM AND HARD
WioDD LOGS IN SECOHDS]

rrier shewe, thin frame tabie alowm Foal b2 aperaio pour
gmsiTiera A mﬁmmﬂrﬂ] hsighn, remireng nrescemary hack paln and Incresing pour
prodertvity Made fom misorl e Eghases g i lisuie meel, 1 Irame tatle weigne lem can kit
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