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HHE DYER'S garden combines the chamm

of ithe countrysbde - curved herbaceons

bordlers packed with plants, an open lawn

and a wvegetahle plot - with the advan-
tages of being a big ride from Edinborgh™ Princes
Strest. The scene 8 sot by the panoramde views, Bullt
in 1, the house perches on g hillside wath vistis
ower Edinburgh Castle, the Firth of Forih and &= (ar
as Bervack Law on a clear dlay,

Deeapiee this wonderful setting, the site presented
Anne and her lushamd David with many diffeoliies
when they moved here from Norfolk theee years
agn, The werraces that rose steeply Gom bebind the
honase were prevented from eollapsing nwoe 1 by a
oulging dry-stome wadl™ angd the neavwork of paths that
led round the garden were slippery gnd treacherous,
capecially in the wanter. Thers was nowhere for the
coarples’ teao danghters w play ball mames,

Worse, an enormung, g bramd new Swiss ohlet
dominated the garden.

A was clear abonrt what she wanbed and chis
Inclhwied Incorporating some of the things she had
Tessurnat i b poreesdoins pwao<gene garden in Nocilk, scal-
ing them down to sndt ey Hving. “T wanted to be able
e oy prlicnts ol vegetables, and alsohave & groen-
honse* she auys, “and David wanted somewhere for
Brall e, A decent vetadining wall behim the oose
was i necessing”

Healising she needed help, she contacad Caralvn
Grohmann of Secret Garden Destzn, whose (st jok
was o mcasure the space, “The werrace was almost
toak soep ind wa frlghtendng o medsare for height”
she says, Fler plan involvesd lning the sieps ape the e
rice, With the back door creating & central axls that
T o] i i vaew' through the Boaese aond op the
i1l b thee back of the garden. Here, a spacious lawn
sizbs off i series of corvad hebacsons bomlers,

U the west side of the site, Carobyn lald oot a sec-
ol cirenlar Tawn also hacked with herbaceoois bor-
ders, This almost secret gavden s entered under an
arch aml the focal poant is another mose-coverde)
arch thit rises ahove a white beneh. Desplie the wet
and mudhdy eomuditions, the lendscaping was caoun-
ploted in vecord tme thanks o the generosity of the
neighborrs who were budlding @ hoase and Kinadly
allowed aecess o a JCI.

Ward= Antoinette Galbraith Phoiographs Ray Gox

Where theres
a hill...

The =lipg=ry tlis were peplacsl on the west by
Nagztones edged with cobbles, reflectng the curves
of Bl beargbers sund dbefiming thee beds in a soft, fid
mavement The chinlet was sobd and replaced withan
elegant octagonal summerhonse painted & soft groen
and the lawns were sceam. “Alter the lawn was lald we
weere left with @ vast exgminse of brown desert” recadls
Anne. I found It gquite overwhelming, Bt Carolyn
readly lelpsed with the planting plan”

At Carolyn's suggestion, trees and shrobs were
nseel Tor oresebe stroctore and shelter, The ganden was
once the orchard of a larger nelghboaring hovse so
Anme wins keen o petain sorme of the original atrmos-
phere. She suarted with apple and plum trees belors
adding comtorted hagel, weers, wiallow and Ame-
lanchier o an extsting weeping pear, Pyrus saliciio-
Tis s, surprisinglys o cordyline = the later appears
o benelit from the good dralnage. =T had doubis gkl
the comdvline becanse of the wimd,” she recalls, b
it secmes happy” Mext came shruhs including famsia,
chodsya, mahonia, ved tipped photings and Berberis
‘Rose Glow' combined with a collection of Anne's
fvaribe = pring-Mowenng wigelen

Herbmeeons plants in & palette of parples, pinks and
blites om the west side of the gueden came next
These include heedy perandums, dianthue and laven-
dhir backed by d rifis of Btachys lantana and oo into
warmer crocosmia, ruodbeckis and deep red

When Anne and David Dyer set about
creating a country garden in the city, one
thing stood in their way: the steep slopes

threatening to engulf their house
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"‘Wicker teepees and curled metal supports are
smothered in mange tout and sugarsnap peas’

#
;

Clockwisn fram abowe: a cured Tlagstone path is edged with
cobbles: & nabeture of shrnabs grows om & bed sloping boaands the
hoase: heuchera in 3 pot; crange foliage of Spinea Gold Flame

helenium. Having jnst “discovered grasses”, they are
nanw packed in empiy s paces aond are alloveed o seld-
seed with the cccastonal poppy. “Things will always
b different in the garden - mext year thene 15 alweays
& surprise”

Thae high point is the vepetabbe plot, Taid oot in a
symmetrleal design featring tonr wodd-edged beds
separated by grave] peths, Height comes froam wick-
er beepees and carled metal supports srnothered o
THarEe e Enad Sugmarsm] s, cnten rw by Anne's
danghters. O b ks devoted 1o Bing Edward pasa-
ek, el there are beetroot wath conmgeties and
strawherries overflowing o the top of the maln
herhiveeoais bonder, Boght omnge macigolds ensare
that when Anne grows carrods she never has carrol
T The connpesct greenhotese is packed with toanatoes
and cuenmber and there are pleniy of sweel peas w
pack for the boqese,

Box punctuates the beds and has been osed w
el tine of them. 1 brodghi the box with me from
Morfolk” Anne says. “Td been srovdng (L Crom eottings
s 0 just potted it on” She was delighte), on arrival
tn Edinbargh, w find that the former oamers had left
i series of topiary olive trees in eecamic pots, Thesse
obives, which winter ouisbde in the shelter of the =3
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Citrdens

= fonse, now line the patios on ath sides of the
haomse; the patio on the west §s reserved for children
anel 1% aoeessed from the ganden by i rmmatic, metl
apdral slaircase.

Thiz half<sere ganlen = managed with four invida-
able extra hovrs' help a week, with Anne doing “as
muich as T oan when Thase tirme, The gsahen 16 the per-
feet place w rela Moone asks anything of me when
[ am oue here, Tocan just potter aroomd and you
alwiys achieve something, even if IU's just pulling up
a fow weods,” &

Caroiyn Grofmann (0131443 5818,

w secrefgandensdesian couk)

Cameran Efliott of Primo Landscaping (07946 815222 “did
Fhir harck-temking, vy imcdaly it of e work dorkg e
continwous deluge thad was Febroary of thal year”

Abowe: Lady's Mantle flows over a stone bench bulll Into a
berrace wall; onions feature in 2 mised vegelable bed that is
surrounided by bas bedzing with photinla and cordyline beyond

Plant sense

I ATTRACTIVE front gardenis | Rncscaping matenial o prevent it

& geeat wey fostast your day, | looking chtfersd

It i the first Hhing you sen W Make sy your Aoemr-beds ane lewer

when you shep oub your front | Shan your drivessy or paths, g0 they
oo Walking Hrough  every day beralit romwater ranning off the hard
pribably meard you apend more tire n | susees
it bhan wou g in the back. B Gemnl i a great bw-maintenance,

Bt herw ey good [ront gaedens de. | relabvedy dreap groued cover which will
ol 50 Even i leady areas, hese can suppress weeds i laid genenxsly over a
b 1 charth of pocd design. That i fandscape tafine.
kszcause Iromd gardening is partioatarly W Chocse 2 pravel 51z that suts your
challerging, thanks to space restrictions | reeds. Sealer, mone angular grve (s
such as the noed doo parking, aneas dor mecomimend for drveways and paths
reluze and ecyding bing, boundary and | B Remember planks! These are some
seourify issues. Flants tend fo got woncherfully hard-working bow-
fcepotten or are corcidered ez ol a Marienance specimens ot there.
prioriey, This is.a shame, a5 thow can W Hedges fake o whiln to establish, bol
soiten areas tmake yeor hofne ait lnyg-barm are cheapar than 2 leno.
mane comlartahly inits surrundings, I o haavean abirac tive front door,
Things o consedes frame it with planters in propaion.

B Reduse and recycling birs can bo W o o't like the Lacade of yaur
e with somé creatives thirking. e, consider climbers.
B Croose haed ndscaping maberiats Heere's bo more people vakuing their
and plants that are the samear ane frent gandens and taking longes to walk
compinmentzry in material or colouras. | down Hreir garden path
woll nelghibours” gridens, Rebecca Govier, Garden Dacigner
W Don't overda it Less is quite offen (0781 M 5571
maore, i a srall space, by nof 1o use winw greenedgegardendecipn co.uk,
mom than thees fypes of hasd ﬁﬂnwm&mmﬁlj

spectacular mid-season
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Perth, Stiring and Sandyholm
OPEN 7 DAYS Contact us for opening fimes or visit www.dobbies.com
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Join Dobbles Gardening Club and receivie a further 10% off the discounted price on sale plants

Aberdeen, Ayr, Cumbemauld, Dalgety Bay, Dundes, Dunfermling, Edinbungh, Kenross, Milngavie, Paisley,

Offers avalabde fom 2460 July 2008, whils shogis kast. Not vakd in congunetion wiih amy ofher offer, discount or promaetion,

fumiture & barbecues

s20% OFF

all roses & trees
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